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A new study of the controversial attempt. by
Smandos to'rescue American prisoners.. from a.
ecth Vietnamese POW.camp in 1970 says the raifl.
ok place despite high-level intelligence reporls that-
re considered near-cectain evidence :the  prisoners
d been moved elsewhers, - R S et

iIn the end, the-study says,

e {1.8, planners decided.
7o ahead on'the chance lhat the prisoners had b
sved back to the camp. (i S R
The independent study, based in part on after-acs,
Jh,‘:reg)orhs and intelligénce documents, also-xeveals
%e. One U.S. commando team landed at the wrong.
ace during. the raid—right in. the.middle of a com-.]
ovund of armed Chinese technicians who -were as: .
cned o teach air dofense tactics to the North Viet-+
ar_ne-sg:’;:_ﬂ.s.“_ofﬁcia’ls',,hadv.t_h-olig,hp the pompound was |
éecohdary‘ school.. The Americans Killed about 200 of |
-¢, Chinese, an’ incident 11.8." officials -feared would.
sopardize the Washington-Peking “thaw” just begin:;
ing. Fifty-five North Vielnamese soldiers were kill
o Amerjcans were Killed. | ., % deew S M
%@ The prisoners had been mioved from the POW::
amp because’a secret U.S. cloud-seeding operation in’
308 had drastically increased rainiall in the area.
The river near the cainp had risen so much that the’
~chr.th‘:_Vietnamese: feared the camp wyuld be flooded’
and moved the prisoners to a camp near Hanoi,” ~7 =4
5@ The American raiders never. were told of the in-
clligence reports on movement of the prisoners. .
_;,i;:‘é‘.'A]though‘ the raid generally was considered
“ailure, U.S. of ficials consider it a success. The North
Wietnamese subsequently moved all prisoners to a cen-
Lial location, a move that strenglhencd Us) POW or-
zanization. Further, raalireatraent of American cap-
Rives ,y]urtuzilly ceasedini0 wembh il h',v[r'(m')') e

-1 & Although Central I?ﬁ:el_ligcncc -Ajrency . 6ff‘i£:ia'is.

u.e

claimed in 1970 that they had not had anything to do.
with the raid, they were in fact directly involved in”

the planning, including the constr}x‘ct_ilon‘o_f a _$6(),QQQ- e

‘nodel of the prison camp.’ . i s
< :'The study was prepared by Benjamin Schemmer; a:
jormer Pentagon official who is editor of the Armed
Yorces Journal, & monthly pubilication ‘that- feports’

and analyzes. Pentagon developments. His study s

being published today as.a book,'_erilitl_éd !‘The‘Rq}t?,’}
by Harper and Row, .~ “r. s R
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-the eamp had been evacualed. = -~ X
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& 8Seheminer’s study is the first detailed took into the,
“daring raid by 59 U.S. ‘Gpecial Forces (Green Beret)
soldiers against the Son Tay prison-camp” 23. miles
‘west of Hanoi on the night of Mov. 21, 1970. The raid,”
i persona!ly_approve_d by President Richard Nixon- _and_
“Henry Kissinger, ‘then his national security - adviser,’
“3yag designed to rescue 70 American POWs being held

at the camp; one of six installations -around- Hanoi
where nearly 400 U.8. prisoners were being held.: =
- Plamiing for the raid began in early 1970 after re-.
‘ports that the North Vietoamese were tocturing Aroer-
“jcan prisoners: A smail group of American_ prisoners
. yeleased in 1962 had told U.S. officials all prisoners
{ywere tortured to force them to divulge military infor-

" mation and sign statements condemning the bombing

“of North Vietnam. At Jeast a dozen priSoners. reporti-t .

. beecause of the torture,-andi
Zothers ‘had been killed. After Peniagon officials had
- given Nixon proof in carly 1970 that three Americans
“+recently had heen tortured to death, the shudy says, he
. ‘approved a raid to rescue at Jeast some of {he prison-
Jrers-despite misgivings about a pessible adverse politi-
cal reaction, o or oy R L B
“Son ‘Tay, selected bocausé of its relative isolalion
and distance from hearby North Vietnamese militaty.
inits, was subjected to sophisticated ‘reconnaissance,
Including [“Butfalo Hunter” drones and SR-71 spy
T g g8 A AL AT SO P LI I L A S
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“edly -had become insane

“mlands,. U:S. -prisoners in the ‘camp’ indicated their.
awaréeness of the reconnaissance activity by arranging:
their outside laundry. in‘ codé,.and when digging a° |
“.well, arrangihg stones in 4 Morse code signaling a re<;«
«.quest for “SAR’! (search and rescue). Ty EiTmer R ]
- While- preparations for the.raid, called _Opemtion’-

Kingpin, were under way; there were_several serious. .
foul-ups,- Schemmer says. One was the jcovéi't.(_:loud—‘;”f
seding operation’in Laos designed to render roads on’ -
{the Ho, Chi Minh Trail impassable. The raid planners

ere not :told of -the rainmaking operation.. - v
.- More seriously, 24 hours before the raid, a geunior-
.,'_,North Vietnamese official, in, coniact with a neutral-
7 diplomat in Hanoi, gave the man—who was providing

*_information to U.5. intclligence—a package of ciga-

7 rettes before a flight h ome. The gilt was unusual, .
éince the diplomat did not smokeé.. The package,
turned over to U.S. intelligence, contained a coded list -
f POW ‘¢amps in North Vietnam, and the number of ©
+prisoners they held. The list was interpreted'ds a dip- |
“Yomatic sighal -designed..to alleviate American fears.
over the fate of the prisoners.
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Son Tay was not listed; | .

almost certain evidence, in‘télligcnlé(_avq_fficialé felt, that |
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